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John Weighell writes
Neasham Civil Parish covers a wide area, from Newbus in
the west to Low Dinsdale in the east; Maidendale in the
north to Sockburn in the south. This is an area of about
eight and a half square miles, with a population of about
400, two thirds of whom live in Neasham village.
The Parish Council comprises eight councillors who meet at
least ten times a year. Our task is to represent the diverse
interests of our widespread communities by trying to serve
local needs and improve community well-being.
Thirty years ago, when I became Chair, this seemed a very
pleasant and convivial role. But now, what we have to do is
complex and can be very technical. We have to follow all
rules even those applicable to large cities. There is closer
scrutiny and strict boundaries on how our powers are
exercised and the job is far more demanding.

I therefore decided that it was time to hand over the reins
and Keith Sandick was appointed as Chair in my place at
our Annual Council meeting.
Over the years many residents have helped, and continue
to help, with grass cutting, plant and tree care, litter picking
and more recently, looking
after our installations such as
the defibrillator and the
flotation device. I wish to
thank them all for their work
over the years in helping to
make Neasham the place it is
today.
I hope my successor finds
the work as enjoyable as I
have, and wish him well.

Looking forward - Keith Sandick
My first task is to pay tribute to “big John” for steering the
Parish Council throughout his 30 years in the Chair. It’s an
incredible record.
I’m thankful he’s staying on as
a Councillor so we can
continue to rely on his wisdom
and knowledge for some time
to come. My time on the
Council is only a fraction of
John’s, but I do know we need
to find new ways of making the
work we do more public.
You’ll get a flavour from this
Newsletter of how wide our role is. I’m confident it will
continue, but with a fresh focus on more “buy in” and new
ideas from the whole Parish.

“All in a year’s work …”
Transport
Following on from our transport survey, which produced a
return of around 50% (very good!), we took steps to ensure
“Tees-Flex” came to Neasham. Unfortunately we weren’t
able to persuade Arriva to create a bus stop in the village
between Skipbridge and the Otter & Fish for their one-way
time-tabled service.
Borough Council
We regularly report a variety of
practical issues to the relevant
department of the Borough
Council – primarily relating to
highway repairs, or illegal tipping.
We work with Street Scene, who
arrange grass-cutting, and who
also give advice on other landscaping questions . We welcome
Street Scene’s prompt actions in “keeping Neasham tidy”.
We also work with the Operations Group of Darlington
Borough Council, which oversees the work of Parish
Councils across the Borough.
Environment Agency
The EA have responsibility for the watercourses and flood
banks. We regularly
share information
with them in
relation to the
safety and repair of
the riverbank and
public safety
measures
generally.
Thanks to the EA for agreeing to erect further safety fencing
adjacent to the Kent Beck.

Planning
The Parish Council is a “statutory consultee” in the
planning process. We consider carefully all applications
within our boundary (see map on our web-site). This takes
up a significant amount of time and requires an increasing
amount of knowledge of planning law and practice.
We have input into Government consultations about
changes to the National Planning regime, and also
Darlington consultations on the Local Plan which finally
came into force in February 2022. Our observations were
aimed at the protection of rural communities.
Footpaths

Public footpaths and bridleways are an
important part of rural life and also in
supporting people’s well-being. When
residents have brought footpath issues
to our attention we have worked with
the Borough’s Public Rights of Way
Officer to resolve any difficulties over
signage or accessibility.

National Health Service
In June 2021 a plaque was placed
next to the flagpole in the Square,
giving recognition to the work of
the NHS in saving lives during the
Covid crisis.
Trees and Flowers
Our routines of regular tree inspection and maintenance,
and summer floral displays have continued during the year,
again thanks to our voluntary support. An attempt to
establish a wild flower meadow at Kent Bridge was not
successful. Plans are now in place to develop a wild flower
area at the east end of the Village Green (on the “wet side”)
as part of the Parish’s efforts to combat Climate Change.

Village Green
During the pandemic formal activities on the Village Green
were not permitted. Following Government guides lines we
undertook risk assessments, resulting
in some precautionary measures (such
as banning cycling) and additional
signage. The amount of informal use of
the Village Green has increased
markedly (a good thing) but has given
rise to an increase in litter (not a good
thing!)
Website
We launched our new website in
May 2021 to improve “accessibility”
as required by legislation. We have
updated many of our procedures to
satisfy regulations. Recently, the
Code of Conduct governing Councillors has been revised nationally.
Neasham PC has adopted the new
Code which will shortly be published on our website.
Remembrance
In November a Poppymobile appeared on the Village
Green, so people could buy their
poppies locally. A piece of artwork
was created and donated by Tina
Murray and auctioned for the 2021
Poppy Appeal. On Remembrance
Sunday we had poetry readings,
wreath laying
by John
Weighell. Alasdair MacConachie
OBE, Deputy Lord Lieutenant and
Paul Howell MP. The Exhortation
and Epitaph were lead by Barnaby
Wrightson Esq and his daughter
Faith.

Christmas
For the first time, there was Carol Singing on the Square,
accompanied by a wind ensemble, followed by Supper in
the Fox and Hounds.

Public Safety
The Fox & Hounds kindly “host” our
defibrillator at the front of the building,
and the rescue floatation device in their
garden beside the floodbank. These are
for public use in emergency and are
managed and checked by two of our
volunteers.

Police
Neasham is represented at the local PACT meetings and
we maintain regular contact with Charlotte Napper, our
local PCSO. She is always ready to help – contact her via
101 and ask for the Community Support Officer for
Neasham.

First World War Roll of Honour
This photograph shows a
triptych (as this design of
memorial is called) which is
now displayed in Neasham
Reading Room. It lists the
names of men and women from
Neasham who served in WW1,
and references their regiment
and rank. The stars alongside
some names probably signify
Awards they received.
Because this piece of local
history is not easily accessible
to the public, the Parish Council
has commissioned a replica to
be sited outdoors in the
Memorial Garden adjacent to the Square. This is not an
exact copy but includes information from further research
carried out in recent years.
The original triptych was made from timber from the Royal
Naval training ship, HMS Britannia, which was berthed in
Dartmouth between 1869 and 1908. It was broken up in
1916 and used in a number of memorials made by Hughes
and Bolckow Ltd of Blyth - including one in Holy Trinity
Church, Eggleston dedicated as early as 1918. The
Neasham Triptych was original mounted on an oak tree
outside the Reading Room but subsequently brought
indoors because it was deteriorating. The oak tree has
since been felled.
We don’t know who commissioned it, when it was
dedicated, when it was moved indoors, or how often
repairs or restoration have been necessary. We would like
to piece the history together. Anyone who has further
information - for example, documented in old family
papers, is asked to contact us.

Neasham Parish Council
14 Teesway, Neasham, Darlington DL2 1QP
Email: NeashamPC@gmail.com
www.NeashamParishCouncil.co.uk

Parish Councillors 2021-2022
Chair: John Weighell
Vice Chair: Keith Sandick
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Clerk

John Walker tel: 07915 611456

If you would like a copy of this Newsletter in large
print, or some other accessible format, please
contact the Clerk (see above) to discuss your
requirements. We will do our best to assist.

